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Marx’s Optimism
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“...mankind always sets itself only such problems as it can solve, since, on reflection
it will be seen, that the problem itself only arises when the material conditions for its

solution already exist or are at least in the process of formation” (1859 Preface)
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Our Problem:

A Globalised Economics and a Still National Politics
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Critical Dimensions of this Problem
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Inability of states to tax global enterprises effectively.
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Inability of states to control global capital movements and their domestic effects.
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. Surpluses and deficits seen nationalistically rather than as issues in global demand

management. Which means
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. Surpluses cannot be adequately re-cycled both to maintain global demand, and to assist

the policy-capacity of weak states.
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Some Matters NOT Strictly Part of this Problem
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1. The environmental costs of economic growth
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2. The environmental costs of global travel and tourism
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3. The health and welfare implications of global population movements.
E£IKA O MaI KAV RFEF] 5 &

(In principle these problems could be dealt with on a ‘state by state’ basis, or by looser
forms of regional and global cooperation. Their solution may does not necessarily require
new global institutions. ) (JRI £, XL@EMETLL "FEMKX" R, REPRSHNXKBKSEKEE
, MAREIMLFRZIKIMGE, )




But These Matters are Linked: Because
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No state or group of states can act effectively on the environment, or on problems
of tourism, migration and refugees, unless they have adequate resources to do

so, and that is importantly affected by their place in the global economy.

(RAFEZEH T, BUREBITERIEREBARBEIENT AR, Kir,. BR. ER
FHHE, MEAERENRR, NATHEEEXEFFRINE.




In Short

HEZ

The world now has a globalized economic mechanism for producing massive wealth
(capitalism) but it has no effective political mechanism for distributing and
redistributing that wealth so that its worst environmental and social side-effects can

be effectively addressed. And by ‘effectively addressed’, | mean by states primarily.
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Today’s Discussion XIS

| would like today’s discussion to focus on the issue outlined in the previous slide. FESKANTSFERETRI—KZIT H
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The problem of the contemporary ‘mis-match’ between our globalized economics and our still national politics has many

other dimensions. BAELIKZFSHALUERAEMPBGAZE "AREL" X—YRDREESEHMMERE,

The paper | circulated for the seminar focused on the historical dimension of how that mis-match was produced. J9IHEES A&

BARIINER FHIRXFIACE A LRI R4,

My book Capitalism and Democracy in the 215t Century focuses on the implications of the mis-match for democracy in the

western world. FZRY (QMELHIRAENSERE) —PBRENEBXFAILEXS TS BRI R EAMERIIF M
| am happy to discuss all these matters, BUT FHARRESASFIFITIXEOE, BE

| feel that the most important and pressing issue concerns current global economic, health and environmental problems
being caused or worsened by the mis-match, and | hope our discussion today can focus on that and what might be done
about it. BECAUSE, FAAKREE. RIUERIAMETXIAILEFMEAIEFE LTRSS, RRFIMRERE,
BEER(ISX NiTeeBRETIL, RETXWRIMAIRIR, FHi9,
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‘Can’ and ‘Will’? or ‘Can’ versus ‘Will’?
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The optimism in that Marx quotation lies in the idea that human beings only
understand or define something as a problem when they have the material means to
solve it. But its pessimistic concomitant is that possessing those means solves

nothing if ‘mankind’ does not have the political will or ability to use them effectively.
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