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The ‘common man / woman’ (aam aadmi)
in Africa and S Asia was a peasant

EMFEAEEER PR ZHER/NRER

What is a peasant? T A=/ &K ?

> backwardness - versus logic of peasant livelihood

ZREM——5 /D RETRNEEEX

> robustness — undercutting wage work - differentiation matched by
counter-forces  FafiE Mt —— LR SitEr TIEHE= S,

sl RAER J1IRIET K

° elimination or assaults on peasant autonomy, and the role of
controls on exchange HERNRSHEIFFNREYE F4, ik,
XA KRBTl E < EIER

o Specific peasant politics - and commitment to institutions which
exploit and oppress them & HY/N R IBUE—— NRATE A
AR LE | Bl Fn 18 B i TR HI EE 3077




Comments on Williams’ argument

N3z - BERMHET (Gavin Williams ) == BT

(ref Bernstein and Byres, Journal of Agrarian Change, 2001)

Essentialism A~ &3+

Functionalism IHgEE X

Populism &£




Some comments —LEiTip

Peasants or petty producers? /N&K, B2 /NEFFE?

‘Transitions’ to petty production [@)/\4 = “454%”

Petty commodity production and the non-agrarian economy

INEmEFSIERE ST

Pcp and territory 7\ da 4 FE 5 4mth



Seizing the Indian nettle HE&%E[ E B ZE 4

-

Pcp as most common form of production /)\f& a4 = 2 &

B IHE RN

Indian capitalism and non polar classes ENEREAREN 5
TR M =

Pcp and poverty /N R FZE S EE




The economics of petty production -1-Internal logics

INEFRZFTE (1) - AEIEE

o Simple reproduction & BB B4 /=
> Disguised wage work {29115 T1E
> Self exploitation B X El

o Contradictory class place 7 J& B[ 2 #{iL

o Multlple prgctices of exploitation and oppression ¥ gI 5
[E1BRI % E LR,




Economics -2 - persistence and reproductlon of pcp

INEFERIEFE (2) - NEmEFHFESBEFT

o Residual or structural? 7% &, L2545 ?

> Failure to accumulation - reproduction by multiplication ;% & S= I}
NHE —— B IEEF I THE

> Constraints on agrarian accumulation %2/ F1 2 A1 24

> Constraints on non-agrarian accumulation XtIE 74 1 FR 2 Ay 24

> Constraints on collective action X &£ {81 TEAYHI £

° Poverty-creating processes of pcp and the creation of pcp (pr|m|t|ve

a%gc)umulation) N REFHEE RENAEIFEIERE (R



Economics -2 - persistence and reproductlon of pcp

INEFFREFE (2)  DEmEFRFEYESBES

> Social institutions and pcp — pre-capitalist relics or structures of
accumulation? 1 SHIESMNERBET——REAENEE, &
TR R ?

> The sphere of reproduction and the reproduction of pcp B4 =40
W5/ EmEFRBET

> Capacities to resist external forces XH| /N 2R = RIEE S



Economics -3 — projects for pcp
INEFERIEZFE (3)  NEmBEHINE
Economic development for pcp? BFl T/ NEmETHEFTARE?

-No! jobless growth — coercion - / the invisible other - 1~ ! FEREL AYIE S,
fB225T . HIAE S/ A A ILE b E

-Perhaps: the ‘needs econ’ / projects of state transfer to destitute =175
FFhEdmE~: “TREF /HAFNEFARIMEHSHER
> Yes! Many projects =0 ! 1RZInH
o Agrarian ‘populism’ Klr “EfEE N
> Small / micro / tiny industry /)N {5 T2

o NCEUS ENE £ EIFHL TR I ZEF %S (National Commission for
Enterprises in Unorganized Sector)

> Inclusive Development B & 4 % &



> No! Incoherent projects 1~ ! NiERBIEZKINE
o Destruction 7R
> Protection {R3F
> Promotion ¥
> Tolerance & 72
> Sustenance through law of unintended outcomes ;E{EH)—LERTN

G R T N R



Pcp and its politics /i mE = R EBGASE
Populist mobilisation: pcp as capital 4%+ N &5 : {ERNEARE/NE
A T

Pcp as labour {E A1 DB/ N E a7~

Pcp for pcp /NEmEFHIB AL BN F

Identity politics 13 EE

Maoism and the revolutionary potential of pcp EF= X 5/\EFm4EF~
SR

Unlike peasant society in 1970s, lack of distinctive politics

AETF20t L70F R/ MRS, DMERESRDBTHBIEE



CONCLUSION %

Just as there is a vast range of logics of production and exchange,
there is no distinctive politics : PCP has never generated a

political party [F2/ A mETEEZHMHHNE S5 #IZEE,
ERRE—TE—RFERT: MEmEFARFETE

5

PCP co-exists persistently with advanced forms of accumulation
— ‘as modern as the corporation’ /NEmETTSHEFHIIFRER
NKHEEF——ES “AF—HFIHR”

Is India’s comparative advantage to remain in a poorly educated
self-employed workforce? E[lfE #Y LI S UR B EUR T X
TMRZHA BB RERZFE IR ?



Agriculture leaks labour — how to absorb it? &K/ | &7 51—
—InfAT R 2 ?

How to release constraints to accumulation? 01 #Zf&F1 2B

HEF 2

India as a significant power but not a great power... E[l[E Z[E xR

FRFNERNE, BEFAEKX...




