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A-¥126%E |, tliClaude Levi-Strausspis :

@ Ethnographic observation does not, therefore, oblige us to
choose between two hypotheses: either a plastic mind
passively shaped by outside 1influences; or universal
psychological laws that everywhere give rise to and invite
the same properties regardless of history and of the
particular environment. Rather, what we witness and try to
describe are attempts to realize a sort of compromise between
certain historical trends and special environment, on the one
hand, and on the other hand, mental requirements that in each
area carry on previous ones of the same kind. I n adjusting
to each other, these two orders of reality mingle so as to
make a meaningful whole. (The View from Afar, p.104)
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@ One of the outstanding characteristics of traditional
societies 1s the opposition that they assume between their
inhabited territory and the unknown and indeterminate space
that surrounds it. The former is the world (more precisely,
our world), the cosmos; everything outside it is no longer a
cosmos but a sort of “other world” , a foreign, chaotic
space, peopled by ghosts, demons, “foreigners” (who are
assimilayted to demons and the souls of the dead). (29)
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“The first point perhaps 1is that cosmologies are
unconstrained. They are the creation of the human
imagination: they do not have to conform to the
inconvenient limitations of the real world. But
secondly, because cosmologies are 1invented by
human beings, they consist of transformations of
the real-life experience of those who invent them.
It follows that, at a structural (transformational)
level, it 1s always quite certain that the
patterns discernible in the cosmology - 1in the
construction of the “other world” and in the
relationship between the “other world” of the
imagination and the  “this world” of lived
experience - will also occur, 1in more mundane
form, in the here and now, in full view of the
~nthropologlca1 observer. But thirdly, the “other
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