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Politics B34

Control, allocation, production, and use of resources — and the
values and ideas underlying those activities X 45 & HI 5= )|
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Examples of resources: land, water, money, power, education, air

quality
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Examples of values and ideas: free market, equitable distribution,

patriarchy, centralized authority, religious authority
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on politics
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* government-centric LABURF 9izi0
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" Alternative study and commentary
about politics
X T BRI E iz 51F3

» There is nothing inherently dirty, nasty, unprincipled in
politics HEUEHRB T4 ETEMAE. FEalF1FHLRY

« Politics is not only about government B ;& 1N X =275 K BT

 Politics can be in many places, in many contexts, and have
many shades of morality - good to bad, positive to negative,

principled to unprincipled Eﬁ,,:.‘{b,{.‘:l:‘.f}ﬂ"{ﬁyﬂﬂﬁ 1R%
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Shortcommgs of the conventional
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 Over emphasize the negative &

» Over emphasize a tiny fraction of people i3
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» Privilege organizations that are explicitly political X7
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e Overlook much that is politically significant ;
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Everyday politics in rural central Luzon, the
Philippines
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Politics of living conditions
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 Why such great disparities in living conditions? Jy{t
L2ERFHPFENLEEXRNESR?

* What are people’s understandings, assessments, and
explanations of differences in material well-being? A

N THRFSH ENEFEWLIERE . PHAARE
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* What do people c

anything? A{1ME
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0 about such differences, If
WX EEESEFSEAM?



Publicly A inéa

. Villagers rarely say or do anything about differences

in living conditions #7 R X T4 iS5 L HYIX £
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* Village appears “politically dead’:
little government activity

little or no public discussion of government
little public actions about government
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Privately FAJE T

ngh awareness of everyone’s living conditions. ¥t &~ A
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Lots of discussion about inequalities. X2 X T EZEH
i

« endorsement, support — justify the status quo
WA XHR—IERRIRRI & 38 %

o compliance — live with the status quo as best as possible
IMN—R AT gE = IR

e criticism, resistance HtiE. KT




Social-economic groups
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 Rich E#(13%)

« Adequate 7t £ (22%)

e Less poorfi#A & (36%)

* Very poor IEE 7 [£(29%)
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Major dynamic of everyday politics: Relationships
among villagers in different social-economic

groups. HEBUAHFRIEER: BT RS
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Very poor and less poor seek good relations with adequate and rich
households JE=E & F A3 A R HIF RIAEI ST EFPFEHRF
I RITFXAR

Adequate and rich seek services of the poor 7 E P FIE# FIRE
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Their mutual reliance perpetuates status quo /185 B 8k & IR
WRIF AN B4+

Numerous tensions, criticisms, and resistance to status quo IRAKEf
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How dld these men get access to key resources —
tractors and jobs?
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Political issue E;& (0]

Who does the plowing, and under what terms? &%

? WLt E ?
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More than meets the eye: politics
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Must landholders give farm workers snacks and meals?
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Political

If so, what quality and
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Virtually all aspects of farming In this
rice growing area were political sites
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(Who gets what resources, when, how, and with what
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Harveting rice 4%




Who gets to harvest, when, how, and by what
justifications?
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Gleaning rice fields fEf&H P 5T
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Who is entitled to go into fields, take whatever grain
remains after harvest? EBNFEAFEH. ©BINEIZ
TR R FERR?

Anyone? No one? Only the land holder? Someone
related to the landholder? Only a poor person? {E£{A] A
5? XBAN? RETHEEELE? SLfttEH
XENAN? TRRABABA?

Must the person gleaning share the rice with the

landholder? $8F2RY AT FF B & H 1T RIS ?
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Land itself is political
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Who has a right to farm the fields? Only owners?
Tenants too, but under what conditions? And who
determines those conditions? Local customs?

Government regulations? i EBPGHEREH? R AL
FIBERE? AT, F2FA5FH? XEEH
WERE? 5 SIBERBATRLE?

What about idle land? Do people desperate for work
and want to farm but are landless have a right to farm
vacant land? Fcitt_ERYIEZ S an{a] 7 ARLE &K 5550
HEEZFHA N T AT FHEI A B ENE it EHHE
s ?
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Costs of farming are political
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Who or what is responsible for high costs of inputs and

5 TR

low prices for grain? i3k & BFLE (£ 2 M 1% 5T
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rice dealers? F&E K& A ?

shops selling fertilizer? $8E X AEAIE S ?
fertilizer companies? LB/ E) ?

RAER?

government policies and regulations? BT ELS






Types of politics
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Everyday politics H & Bi&

embracing, complying with, adjusting, and contesting
norms and rules regarding authority over, production of,
or allocation of resources and doing so In quiet,
mundane, and subtle expressions and activities that are
rarely organized or direct
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O Advocay politics: direct and concerted efforts to
support, criticize, and oppose authorities, their
policies and programs, or the entire system in which
resources are produced and distributed
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O Official politics: authorities in organization making,
Implementing, changing, contesting, and evading
policies regarding resource allocations
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Forms of everyday politics

HEBUSRIAZ I

Support 3z
Compliance /il A
Modifications 1&§%2

Resistance (intentional; aimed upward)¥t% (B

B %)




[Hlustrating the four forms of everyday politics:

Collective farming, Red River delta, Vietnam, 1950s-

1980s
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Everyday compllance ==y i M




Everyday modifications & evasions
= O 5 ke

going through the motions, complete assigned tasks
as quickly as possible so as to claim “work points”

Ed7, RIRFERSTEEMESZLUESE “T5a”
surreptitiously harvest rice from collective fields {gi
b EE AT FINEIFES

emphasize household gardensZ= #1 H 2% {4 FH ith
encroach on collective fields (R & &£ A H i
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Everyday resistance H & 15

Surreptitiously undermine collectives because

DT IATRRE

fan far Xt 5
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e collective farming program is wrong — household

farming more
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» angry at officials who abused their positions % ;i
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oroductlve and better for one’s family
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Impact of everyday politics in
Vietnam’s collective farms

BEAX BEAKRAFRIARF

o significantly contributed to de-facto decollectivization in
much of Vietnam by late 1970s-early 1980s ™ & 53]
THZE 20 L70ERKRBISOER VAR S XE
S ERYESEAFK

 greatly influenced authorities to make new policy:
replace collective farming with household farming & %!
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Not only in Vietnam 4~ 2 7£ # g

China H|E

Laos E#d
[Grant Evans, Lao Peasants, 1990; Martin Stuart-Fox,

Buddhist Kingdom, 1996]

Tanzania HEHFEEI
[Goran Hyden, Beyond Ujamaa in Tanzania, 1980;
Aili Mari Tripp, Changing the Rules, 1997]




Everyday politics matters

HEBUEHEZRE X

adds to the study of politics X BGEMZRIFITHNFE
enhances our understanding of ordinary people & i#

THATXZ 18

SN

deepens explanations for how organizations emerge
and operate &1t 7 XTLEL Y HIN K H iz (ERV AR FE
augments our understanding of government programs

and policies &0 7 F AT BT+ X1 F0EUTR B FE %

makes us more aware of our own politics {3 1%
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