Gender and Agrarian Change:
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1. The political economy and the role of
domestic institutions
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Markeis, States, & Domestie Institutions
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The commodiiied and non-commodified spheres
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Paid Work
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Production for the market of goods and services; SNA,
included in GDP A AR FZHigHITE=; EREAHT
wEA R, B27E6DPH

Subsistence agriculture, work in family business; SNA,
included in GDP A= 7270, 7SR ERWH TR, ERS
Mz EE R, B2 7AGPH

Collecting water and firewood for self consumption; SNA
(since 1993), but in practice excluded from GDP 1% iz H
AT SREKFNFRLE; B1993FEEFNEREFIZERR,
{BESL B2 7EGDPH

Unpaid services such as care of persons (e.g. bathing or
feeding a child); non-SAN, excluded from GDP Jtiii Al 5%,
FlanBREl (| FRRNIRR) ; MINEEREZF%E
& ZF0GDPH

Unpaid services such as cooking, washing clothes,
shopping; non-SNA, excluded from GDP JFcilf 55, Hlanfi
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Why is non-commodified work so invisible?
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o) Marxist political economy, like liberal economics, focused on the sphere
where commodities are produced ... where “value” is produced#l E FH =5
ZFFE—H, DREBENBEEFFRINE[EmE =N EE a0

50 Implicit assumption - by both schools of thought - that the non-
commodified sphere will whither away as economies develop and

modernize XA N FIREE R EBRIEZE, FBEELFNARMINKIL, FEFM
R TR S E AR T
29 But even in highly developed economies, the non-commodified sphere
makes up a significant share of GDP 12 2E[ME 27 = [ & 1LH & 5% i,
JE R mu L SUIPAFEGDPH S B EZ 1 FN
France 44% (Fouquet and Chadeau 1981);
USA 32% to 62% (Sousa-Poza et al. 1999)
Canada 31% to 46% (Sousa-Poza et al. 1999)
China25% to 32% (Dong and An 2012)
Japan 20% to 31% (Tamiya and Shikata 2010)
S. Korea 19% to 29% (An 2010)




Why is non-commodified work so invisible?

7T AdEE bR N E AR 2

s Itis also a highly feminized and unequal domain; women participate more
in unpaid work than men & women dedicate more time to unpaid work than
men.

FrRmitNFHtEE— SR LA EFHNIUR. DT ETEEE)
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Time (in hours) allocated to unpaid work per week: some examples
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China: men 10.6; women 273 (Dong and An 2012)
Japan: men 6.3; women 31 (Tamiya and Shikata 2010)
USA: men 20.9; women 32.7 (Sousa-Poza et al. 1999)
India: men 4.2; women 41.3 (Neetha and Palriwala 2010)



Gender and class inequalities in Uruguay

Average daily hours used in unpaid work by
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age and income quintile
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Non-commodified sphere 1S essentlal but also needs mputs irom other
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¢«  Everyone needs care --- not only the very young, disabled,
sick and frail elderly but also “able-bodied adults”

S0 fax “\HARFEYE. REE. REM

ESSHZE, LeEsFmEftamkaEA

s  Contributes to human capital, (re)produces labour,
contributes to economic growth ... care as “public good”
(Nancy Folbre)
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BUT it would be wrong to assume that the domestic sphere can take
care of itself (“shock absorber”, “safety net of last resort”); the non-
commodified sphere also needs support/inputs from other sectors

B2, BEREQIEBIOERTE (“EhE" | “BENZS
"), X—IREREIRN. JEB AT BT S H A1
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—- income (agriculture, non-agriculture) Y2 (Zllz, FEZ0l)

- infrastructure (roads, electricity, water, shelter) A5t GBS, H
7. K ERT)

—- public health/sanitation and education services %31 G/ T2 4 f1Z4
BARSS

-- social transfers (family benefits, pensions) #t <455 {1 (REEF].
FEE)




2. Neoliberal restructuring and the non-
commodified sphere
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s Accessible and quality public health services — complements unpaid

care work — welfare for all household members

AARE. SRENAEERIES—S BRI IBE S EIHEE 4
IMET B ERK B EF

Care services (municipal créches, care services for the elderly) —
complements unpaid care work — welfare for children and the elderly
BERLARSS (WEBEEJLET, XMZEARNBRRRS) —S5ZBirIRE S
s B4 —KI) LEFZ ARIEF

Infrastructure and domestic amenities — reduces the drudgery of

unpaid domestic work
S AR AT E — D TR 555 shiik 1%

Sk

s> Welfare benefits (child allowances, pensions) — complement

household income — reduce the costs of reproduction (purchasing food,

ete).
wmREE JLEAMG. FES) I FEREWA—R R HF L~/

AR (MLRHIF)




What happens to these welfare/social policy provisions when economies
are restructured?

HEFEAEEAN, XLEEFNATCSBRNERAETHATWH?

Crisis of 1980s and 1990s (e.g. Latin America) — welfare state
retrenchment and shifting burden to the domestic sphere — increase
unpaid work to sustain households (Beneria 1992 on Mexico)

201 2280 F AR FNQOFER HEH] (Flanhis) —EFIERME K45 F+
¥ 51183 2 B R E OIS —— B S S M R R EE 1+ (Beneria
19925 2= P4 B HI A 53)

Crisis of 2007/8 (e.g. Europe) — welfare state retrenchment and shifting
burden to the domestic sphere
2007, 2008FHYfEHL (f5IARERM) EFERME R mH R niEik
% 2| 2% BE i)




Social investment in public welfare services and in social benefits to
sustain the non-commodified sphere as counter-cyclical policy to create
economic dynamism and nurture human capabilities (Korea after the
Asian crisis, Brazil, China)
EAHLEFRSZIAH BRI TR THE RIS, KREFFIEE ML I,
LA AE A R EFEHEIRNBIRRGEZFIES EEANER (A0ILHM
ErtEilEEE, tIMNEBERFFE)



Non-commodiiied sphere under: pressure....
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Production and reproduction on a collision course?

MHEARNE S H/E?

s> The colonial and post-colonial migrant labour system in Southern Africa
(supplying male labour to mining and plantations) ... absent men ... and
the long-term destruction of family life (Lund and Budlender 2011)
JE R AN RFE RETRRAE N E RIS e Nimsn (AT HAFEEREER S
{70~ s DERELEEL IR BEHR B ML - X SR BEE A TR RV KCHARR IR

s  Migration, family disruption and care in East and Southeast Asia.
Are elderly women and men able to cope with the triple burden of
agricultural work, domestic work, and care work for themselves and
their grandchildren in migrant-sending rural areas of China?
R FREAL SRS RERRSER .
EFmE P ERA X, BEARBNIRITEE RF5H
AR R B 2 AfNER BB AL G 3EE ?



Are married women able to manage both agricultural work and care-giving
for their children?

B & 133 REWE N XS Rl 55 s ARG F RV ER ) 5138 2

Where married women are migrating in search of work, are men able to
take on more care-giving?
E?%Et%mQIMﬂﬁ,mﬁfﬁm S ae TR IE R E 2 BBRHASR

What kind of public support/provision is needed to help the “left behind”
population adjust and adapt to the new situation they are in?

B ALHE BRI £ 37 R B 25 S BB A 115 R S RS R



3. Livelihood diversification, labour,
gender
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Diversification and complex livelihoods 2% Jt 4. #1 & Z% B9+ 11+

Majority of “peasants”/”small farmers” are combining farming with other
labour strategies
REBH “NR” / UINKRP? BRIESHMSHREES S

— wage work in agriculture, wage work in manufacturing, self-employment
R FIHISEL P ERFEE. MEEE

Complex combinations of wage employment and self-employment,
agriculture and non-agriculture, urban and rural (Henry Bernstein’s
“classes of labour”)
ERFEANMMEEE. RISIFFERIL. BmERHHNEREAE (F
F - BEEREMRER “F MR )



This poses a number of challenges/questions X 2 4 7 — Z 7| #k k% 0= #

s The Developmental Question: are agriculture and non-agriculture able to
work synergistically and in tandem (Kay 2009; Van der Ploeg & Ye
Jingzhong 2010)? & E i)l : FllFndE Ll ez i E e, FH 25T
AL, ?

o Can rural areas produce “human capital” for non-agr sectors and act
as social security for illness, old age? & # Hi[XEEU% FAE A ER T {E

“ANHEK” HEFHHERINREZZRAEMSREIERLE?

o Are non-agricultural sectors (manufacturing, services) able to absorb
the labour that is released from agriculture? JEAER ] GhliEl . AR
Zll) BRe HRAM RN PFER B B 105 ?

o Are “savings” from non-agr incomes going back to rural areas and
being invested in agriculture? sEEIEREN TR “EE" BEBE
FERBRAHIX . FAE &R =g ?



o Can agricultural production feed the cities (and rural areas)?
Rl = HgeBFRERT (R RFAHX) 152

o Can improved rural incomes provide demand for goods produced in
non-agr sectors?

RFUNRVIR S RET AIER AR VE R mmm KiH SRR KD ?

There are also two other questions that need to factored into this
“developmental” equation:

BB RN AR FEZTAXD “ARAY @/ H:



s The Social Question: Does the rural population have access to the means of
production and its own reproduction?
HSBE)EE: KA AOBEBREEZERMNE SHEFFINERL?
o lIs access to land widely available? Extensive land dispossession would
mean very little to “fall back on”

AITATLAR G A5 ? KAER T RS ERE ALTF “TrikE”

o Isthere institutional/policy support for agriculture/farming (inputs,
technology, price support, etc.) to make farming viable?

MR/ RIERBAHIEMBERZFF (A B, MiEHE) kK
RIUERIETEBNANIE S ?

o Are other sources of income (besides small-scale farming) available to
the rural population and within easy reach?
K ANOREBIREHMBIINKIRE (BRNIRKIEZIN) 1?7 XLEYTAN
KIERZIRISEE?



o Is public provision of health, education, pensions, social security
expanding to include the rural population (even if gradually and in a
step-by-step manner)?

R #HE. FAENLSRENALRFZEEBLEMHRRFAOLE (H
EEUZEPH . AFERAI) ?




s The Gender Question: How are women and men differently located in
relation to both “productive” income opportunities (agr., non-agr.) and

reproductive responsibilities (vis-a-vis the young, old and other
household members)?

MRIpEREE: EEXT “EM” BRANS CRidly BRI FiEE
FHERRERE GHXEYE. BAMEMKRERS) B, M5
M= B XA E LAY ?

o Isagriculture feminizing? Latin America/Mexico (Deere 2005,
Radel et al. 2012) and India (Garikipati & Pfaffenzeller 2010) men
leaving agriculture, women as small farmers (Mexico) or agricultural
labourers (India). Similartrend in China (Song and Vernooy 2010)?
R M TE? ARR/EWRAMENE, BUHEARL. T4k
APMBRRE (EAE) sekl55en7] () , EREEFRM
Hy2E I ?



o If women are emerging as farmers, is there institutional/policy support

for their agriculture/farming (inputs, technology, price)? Can they make
farming decisions? Are they receiving remittances to invest in agr?
WMREPLZEERARR, XTif1aRLFRIEFENEEEHIEN
BRI HF (A BR. MEF) ? {13 R IEESNBRENIG?
bt {1 TREUS B SR B CFRRITAN R A =15 2

Women face constraints (capital, social networks, training, labour
market hierarchies) in accessing more lucrative niches in the non-
agricultural economy

FIERESHR, AHEHANBFEEFEENTIRATZEFIZ) (FEXR,
Mg, Hl FeimiaiFREE)

Women also disproportionately responsible for family care and
welfare ... which can make it difficult for them to seize new economic
opportunities

P aERERRBMRERFFEAERNSRELLAIEXR, XM
LUTEFT I =



4. Concluding remarks
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s Centrality of reproduction and the non-commodified sphere to the
political economy (whether agrarian or non-agr)
BEFSEFRUTEBEBIRZEFE (Rt RIEZIEAR) FEY
i i

s The non-commodified sphere as site of sharing/care but also inequality
(everyone does not contribute equally)

R mit BB/ BRI, HRFEANTEFHRE (81T A
HA 2 FFH ML 5amk)

s Livelihood diversification and the complexity of agr and non-agr
strategies ... important to address three sets of question
%gﬁé’éﬂmﬂ&ﬂ’—ﬁﬂ%ﬂk%mﬁﬁ’ﬂ’Ef—k’lﬂ% ------ ATHEH=XEEZR



o the developmental question (about synergies between agriculture
and non-agriculture)

ZREIE (FRAFFER W Z [BEHE1ER)

o the social question (access to means of production and its own
reproduction)
fHSEmR (E~ERAE SHEE AR A &)

o the gender question (how are women and men differently
positioned vis-a-vis both “productive” and “reproductive”
economies?)

MRlRvElE (Bt AERXSE S ERMBE L FISFE
a2 B X A E IR ?)



Thank you!
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