To Make Live or Let Die?
Rural Dispossession and the Protection

e Surplus Populatlons
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To make live or let die

e Let live, Make Die = rule of the sovereign

“YEHEHE, [FEHIR” =%iaR0A N

 Make live = biopolitics
“IEEE” =HwEUER

Managing populations &IE A

Worrying about their wellbeing, their longevity A ftt1]
HZEE. FwETILE




To make live or let die

e Let Die {FHZE

Raises spectre of Let Die = abandonment
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Not intervening when one could JJFr8E KBTS FEEA)
Selecting some for life enhancement, abandoning

others #EiEH

ey
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Use criteria: 1ZF{THEIERI R/ E
- race, nationality, virtue, efficiency, the greater

good fiijk. [E
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To make live or let die ?

3
o Letting dieis here “FEHIL” HIMKEHMEIKNIE D

Life expectancy below 55 in parts of Africa, Asia 7£3E | £
M aR o itX, EERBFERE G ES55%5
Within one city fE[E— M 2

- poor/black in Chicago die at age 60 = /NSfHIE AR
RET60%

- rich/white at age 77 EERE AEHEFGN 2775
One billion people live on less than $1/day & _EH&101Z
AOBXREFEZHAIMEIET
Not famine - but short, limited lives F+3EYl FtiE Ak BYFS & .
BIRAVE 45




To make live or let die ?

N

 What are conjunctures at which “make live” arises?

“EHE” HIMEBHFRREH?

Making live — also here. “fEHA" 6| FRIHFEFE

In welfare states of global north — also in global south. #£dt
IRk —EEBAEZR, UKREFIK

Outcome of political struggles and calculations EBl;83}F5

BITHI4ER
Take care of potentially “dangerous classes” il &z —LE B 17

B “rEfaki ="




To make live or let die

?

e Keralain India EJ,

A R E:

Kerala life expectancy is 73 P8+ f I i E R UTEAHF G 273

i

&

India average is 63 E[]

BRI FIKFZ63%5

Due to investment in public health and education = Z&Fp 7K

P F Attt

TEMEBEEIIAN

Rates of pay for agricultural workers that are 100% higher
R T BB IK I ZEN
Strong labour unions &8 K L&

Communist party, democratic elections, active civil society

EIREFNERRRI A RS
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To make live or let die ?

Making live — as a role of government

EEAE—EABFIRES1ER

Critical when people cannot sustain themselves.

Removed from direct access to land
Unable to earn a living wage.

SANNEEFEES BBl 7 XL EEER
W FTTEREHMO LEEE, X—FREELAXH.




To make live or let die ?

* Dispossession: mechanisms F|ZERI4/ &l

Assigning land for mining; plantations; conservation;
industry ¥ Mg € TR . MiER. FIRRIFH
Tl

Low productivity, low investment in agriculture,
competition KM FTZFHHFERE~F, KiINE
Cannot survive in countryside, wages too low L & 7K=>
XK, EL2HIEETR

Exit to cities to find work? 23 Sk T1E?

ISl




FREE FREE
WORKERS [INDUSTRY

l1l. Surplus

| Population
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To make live or let die ?

 Not Malthus, too many people, not enough food

ES/REHAEIAOESZ . EYFE
e Marx - relative surplus population =235 EFri
SR IEROPUET PN

e Surplus in relation to needs of capital fEXT

HFERME= “JR"” /Y

R
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To make live or let die

e Against Transition Narrative I #HEAES =

Agriculture to industry A& Ml [a) T Ml Y3535
Country to city 2 #[E]i i BY42 22

Assumes linear path BV FIE 7 2k IR 2
Modernization will be the same in each country B [E

HKEVEL R BN =B E]—1RT\




To make live or let die ?

e Capital is mobile around the globe X ATEEIKICE
A sl

Looks for cheap land, cheap workers 5% B BBV 1
AT A

Needs fewer workers - replace with machines &z AN EEE
HLTAEDL—RHSEERAL
Many people need work - but factory installs robots 1R

ZAFEZELF—ERLI fArk T Bapftilas




To make live or let die ?

e Surplus population is not a labour reserve & A

HAEFZ I NEKE

Will not be needed in future IFRK A SEE XL A
If economy is organized for maximum profit 40 R 28557
=AY NE =N ST =R

Cannot rely on “the market” to solve the problem 4~g¢

IKSE “THiH” KRR




To make live or let die ?

3
« Example of transition thinking: ¥%#! 84 g —LL 4
¥

World Development on Agriculture 2008 2008 FE Mt F & BIRE
Recommends increased efficiency in agriculture ZE 1 7ER M F 12

e
Large-scale agribusiness, will employ workers K& &l 1l &= 2
HEZITA

But plantation agriculture - oil palm - needs 1 person/10 hectares
BEMEER, FlanmER, 10N EZ—1FE1T]
Large scale soy and wheat farming - 1 person per 100 hectares X
MR K AN EZEHE—100 D INEE—NHEIT]

The land is needed, but the people are not needed FEEZHE T

e, mMAZA




To make live or let die ?

* Where are the jobs? BfEHE T {E?

High levels of growth in India and in Indonesia, 1990-
2010 ENEFIENEFE1990-20104FBISEER T =7k 1<
But very few jobs (B2 GG TIEHLSIEFE D

New economic sectors do not need many workers FTHY
LRI EEZRZITA

Labour markets segmented (age, sex, location, ethnicity)

FRI Ao El (FiEe. Al s, MK




IV. Protection of surplus populat?e_ﬁ" e
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To make live or let die

?

1) Leave it to the market means abandonment 1% E

REIRFF

0
HHinmE

|.

>

2) Do not dispossess people from land - unless there are jobs f~22

FIZE AT -

- ——BRIFRE LR A 1R

Ris

3) Build “make live” thinking into planning 4% “{FH%E” pIE %S

NS & RAX F

4) Expand welfare provisions, basic income grants §/ K#@F {45,

R RN

5) Consider modes of distribution not tied to work SKEVA5T{E
FEREXBY 2 ECAR SN



To make live or let die ?

e Transnational Arena: tensions, contradictions [E PR

BELHKNSFE

UN system: Bx&E &% :
Economic and Social Rights 2&557 5%+t < F
Right to food £ 44X

A “rights based approach” to development —Ff1 “FFI A E A"
H% R A

Also: LA

Investment Banks, IMF - promote growth ¥ =5 3R1T. [E PRtz
A AN —HENITIC

Assume poor will eventually benefit. R EFS ANEHE T
Market will take care of problem Hiif & f#R—1J] o]




To make live or let die ?

3
 National Experiences, Experiments % [E B9 £ L6 F1ix,
I

Brazil, Mexico: By, =P &f

Conditional transfers - support families if send children to school BEEHRI
SHEB— WL EFEANFHNRES T

Ecuador, Namibia: JEJN % /R ZHKELIE

Distribute profits from mining - each citizen hasa “rightful share” T Al
R IFHIFEFHIT D B oREHE “EEME

South Africa, Denmark: Eg3E. %
Debatinga “basicincome grant” [El%E “EARWNGERZ” BAITE

- rich countries, not enough work, should people starve? EWEZK, &
R ITENS, Mizit ARBZIIED?
- distribute national wealth to all citizens - enough to live on F[E XK E 5

BeteFr B AR—IL AR B4R ER




To make live or let die ?

N

e India: EPE

Right to food movement, legal challenge - and rural uprisings &
MIBLEE) . EE LRIk, URKRFTHRD)
- adequate food is a constitutionally guaranteed right 7¢ /& HY
BYI=— B ARER
- sue government for failure to ensure people have adequate
food ITIREUF M BETRIR AR BE R E R
- National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme £ [E Z #1 7
M RBETTX
- Free food in rural schools X #Z R BRI {H
- subsidized rice %ML FEAK




To make live or let die ?

3
e Indonesia: EJJE

Lack of debate about fate of rural poor X & #1 5 R B Ay iz R/ 1+
e

Large scale dispossession in rural areas A& #1 b [X B9 A IR R Z
Jobs concentrated in Java - or in China T{EH{l& &+ 7 TIE S,
S EEPE
“Safety net” weak, incomplete Z&MAYAESS. =
Government relies on “village myth” BIFFET “FERER”
Families, villages will take care of their own ZXEE. #1/E<= BRI ft
NEL=

But families are landless; villages flooded by dams {E &3k iE2k 2%
T, FEWHEKIERER




Rural Dispossession: R ] &5

e Loss of land in countryside, low investment 2 #5<2 7 -1,

AR
e Rural people cannot sustain themselves, must exit <47 A O 7c

BEEC, s

Surplus Population: & A

e Lack of labour absorption it = 75 & 11 4
e Jobless growth FoHilAYIEC
e Market does not provide T iA P IB{Hil<




Make Live Interventions: “{FHYE” BFFtthE

e Needed everywhere £k &t imEE
o Will take different forms =2 I HAEH I
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