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Argument #Z /LW &2

The reality of globalization is not the same as the reality of
the world since globalization is a framing of the world that
demarcates a selective field of perceptibility that makes
visible and illuminates certain aspects of the world while
leaving out or obscuring other aspects.
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The ambiguity of “frame” & “framing”
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e “To frame” can mean to delimit or to enclose in a border as
when one frames a painting, a mirror or a photograph.
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e But, colloquially, it can also mean to falsify evidence so as
to make an innocent person appear guilty.
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| want to retain the word’s ambiguity so that framing as a
form of delimitation that regulates or guides perception in a
certain way is related to framing as the selective or false use
of evidence. Globalization’s framing of the world selectively
erases even as it selectively presents us with the reality of the

world.
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Friedman’s 10 forces that have ‘flattened’ the world
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1. The Fall of the Berlin
Wall
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2. The World Wide Web
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3. Workflow software
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4. Uploading
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5. Outsourcing
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The beginning of the collapse of communism
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The advent of a new age of connectivity
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The integration and standardization of software.
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Internet-based dissemination of information
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Of functions to other companies
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(Continued) £ E

6. Offshoring
Bt

7. Supply chaining
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8. Insourcing
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9. In-forming
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Of parts of a business’s operations to overseas
locations
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Horizontal collaboration regardless of borders
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Synchronized commerce solutions
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Searching for knowledge
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Computing, file-sharing, VolP, videoconferencing
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Thomas Friedman, The World is Flat
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“It is my contention that the fall of the Berlin Wall, the rise
of the PC, Netscape, work flow, outsourcing, offshoring,
uploading, insourcing, supply-chaining, in-forming, and the
steroids reinforced one another, like complementary goods.
These flattening forces needed time to start to work together
in @ mutually enhancing fashion.
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That tipping point was reached somewhere around the year
2000 when the ten flatteners converged on such a scale and
with such intensity that millions of people on different
continents suddenly started to feel that something ...was new.
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They couldn’t always describe quite what was happening, but
by 2000 they sensed that they were in touch with people
they’d never been in touch with before, were being challenged
by people who had never challenged them before, were

competing with people with whom they had never competed
before...
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What they were feeling as the flattening of the world. The
convergence of the ten flatteners had created a whole new
platform...This platform now operates without regard to
geography, distance, time...”
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Other interpretive framework E {ftb SR FEHESS

They see the world differently. Instead of an even spread of
globalization, they see a centralization or agglomeration of
economic and financial activity in certain key cities and mega
city-regions which attract major corporations, innovative firms,
and a creative and talented labor pool. As a result, the world is
seen not as flat but as uneven or lumpy, as unequally
structured.
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The flow of FDIs (Foreign Direct Investments) is generally more
domestic than international. Harvard Business School
Professor Pankaj Ghemawat points out that in 2003-2004 only
about 10 percent of FDIs were global, the other 90 percent
being invested domestically or regionally.
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In the UNCTAD (United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development) report titled World Investment Prospects Survey
2010-2012, only 39 percent of TNCs (Transnational Corporations)
made more than one half of their investments internationally in
2009. Only 33 percent of TNCs described themselves as global.
Financial flows do not seem to move smoothly through a
borderless, flat world as Friedman seems to think. Financial
capital still resides in a few countries and regions.
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Population Internet Users _ Users %
AD E@EIX—XJ)%F Penetration
World Regions it 5 [X b 3 EFRA P
(2011 Est.) Latest Data e ) H A5
' (% Population)
201 14EMHE | BT of Table
Africa JEM 1,037,524,058 139,875,242 13.5% 6.2 %
Asia Elﬁf}‘l‘l 3,879,740,877 1,016,799,076 26.2 % 44.8 %
Europe FRiM 816,426,346 500,723,686 61.3 % 22.1%
Middle East H %R 216,258,843 77,020,995 35.6 % 3.4%
North America I"S% 347,394,870 273,067,546 78.6 % 12.0%
Latin America / Carib.
597,283,165 235,819,740 39.5% 10.4 %
hrse/mE
Oceania / Australia
e 35,426,995 23,927,457 67.5% 1.1%
RN [ F) I
WORLD TOTAL 4 ER 6,930,055,154 2,267,233,742 32.7% 100.0 %



http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats1.htm�
http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats3.htm�
http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats4.htm�
http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats5.htm�
http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats14.htm�
http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats10.htm�
http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats6.htm�
http://www.internetworldstats.com/list2.htm�

ASIA INTERNET USE, POPULATION DATA AND
FACEBOOK STATISTICS
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Internet
Population | Internet Users | users Facebook
(2011 Est.) Users R Penetoratlon % Asia | i f
ASIA A (Year 2000) 31-Dec. (% _ o 31-Mar-
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China *
i 1,336,718,015| 22,500,000({513,100,000 38.4%| 50.5%| 447,460
Hong
Kong * 7,122,508 2,283,000 4,894,913 68.7%| 0.5%| 3,752,160
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http://www.internetworldstats.com/asia.htm�
http://www.internetworldstats.com/asia.htm�
http://www.internetworldstats.com/asia.htm�
http://www.internetworldstats.com/asia.htm�

Against the myth of a financial globalization that has
conquered space and time with its ICT platform, we have
this recent report from The Huffington Post: “More than 2.5
billion people—or half of all adults around the world—are
‘unbanked,” meaning they don’t have a bank account,
according to data released by the World Bank
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If half of the world’s adult population is “unbanked,” the
analytical frame that yields a vision of financial globalization
can only be short-sighted if not deliberately blind.
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countries are scaled to
approximate size
according to 1992 stock
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With every new point of view,
behold a new world.
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HIS I8 THE REAL WORLD. The
world that makes money go round.
And this world is all youra.

Borders have fallen. Virtually all
global markets are open to you. If you
manage significant personal wealth,
there is good reason for you to take
advantage of these markets.

The world is rich with secure invest-
ments (often more rewarding than
their domestic counterparts), offshore
trusts and many other financial
treasures. We can show you how to find
them, and how to profit from them.

Internationally, through Royal
Bank's global private banking net-
work, we have specialized in personal
international finance for almost 100
years. Our world includes offices that
are networked across more than 30
countries.

Call, and meet with one of our
international experts and decide for
yourself if we are not the best
qualified guide to the world of money.
Or, ask your financial advisor to look
into our services for you. And call this
world your own.
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Fb-r -mors mfo'rmhon on
g within Canad
or around the world, contact:
Thomas A. Dean in Vanoouver
(604) 662-230%
Jeffrey Halpern in Toronto
(416) 981-6587;

Simon Wood in Toronto
(416) 974-3264;
Raymond Parent in Montreal
(514) 876-T765;

Nigel Hart in Ottawa
(613) 239-3200;
or call 1-800-668-1990.
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A MEMBER OF THE ROYAL BANK GROUP
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In the map’s selection of what counts as real, we can also
detect the work of deflection from other realities such as those
of the rest of the world bypassed by capital flows. In his
illuminating essay, “Terministic Screens,” the American literary
critic Kenneth Burke points out that any given term functions as
a screen directing our attention to certain things while
simultaneously directing it away from others.
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As Burke puts it: “We must use terministic screens, since we
can’t say anything without the use of terms; whatever terms we
use, they necessarily constitute a corresponding kind of screen;
and any such screen necessarily directs the attention to one field
rather than another.” The map’s framing of the world thus
selectively draws our attention to what it magnifies by screening
out other existing entities or worlds.
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The map’s adoption of a scale may foreground the countries
enriched by capital flows, but it also opens the possibility of
using other scales, of forwarding other interpretive frames.
Thus it becomes possible to reinterpret or reframe the stock
market capitalization scale not as representing the real world of
wealth but the real world of economic power and domination
at the expense of those countries consigned to cartographic
and cognitive oblivion.
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Or we can deploy another scale, another interpretive frame
that measures, say, poverty and disease; such a scale will result
in a different kind of map that will depict large areas of Africa
and Asia while reducing the presence of North America,
Europe, and Japan, a map the opposite of that shown in the

Royal Trust advertisement.
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The Wretched Dollar (up to S1 a day)
A HISRIT (BRI 1 32J6)

from Worldmapper.com



The Royal Trust map’s framing of the world represents one of
the cherished beliefs of globalization, namely that in a
borderless world economy financial flows may proceed
smoothly across the globe. But such a framing of the world can
be critically reframed in another way, a reframing that sees
unimpeded global financial flows not as evidence of economic
growth and prosperity but as evidence of financial wrongdoing
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An example of such a reframing of financial globalization can
be found in the “Narrative Structure” series of drawings by
the American artist, Mark Lombardi.
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As we can see, the Royal Trust map and Mark Lombardi’s global
network drawings offer us different framings of the same world.
In the map, the world is a place of global financial flows that
promise economic growth and wealth; in the drawings the
world is criss-crossed by illegal or semi-legal flows of money
that reveal networks of corruption and crime.
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Depending on the interpretive framework employed, a
different representation of globalization is produced. By
noting the presence of the interpretive or representational
frame rather than the world that is delimited and depicted in
the frame, we begin to recognize that different frames produce
different perceptions of the world.

PTRARERIRIEZR A RE, MEFmENENEIKLIRIE.
B K E XM EIFER Y B RIEERNEFEE, MARXT
EZRAFAREMEAAER, FRINABEIRE], AFEIE
2y N O 3 P N By 8




Globalization’s world is constituted as much by what is left out
of its frame as by what is included in it. Globalization’s framing
of the world has allowed us to see much that we may
otherwise have missed. But in allowing us to see certain
significant changes in our world, globalization has also blinded
us to other equally significant developments.
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Globalization’s framing of the world is thus also a regulation
of our perception. For in globalization’s framing of the world
the condition for seeing the world is paradoxically to not see
it.
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Subcommandante Marcos, Zapatista leader: “Seen from above
the world is very small because it disregards persons and, in
their place, there is a bank account number, with no
movement other than that of deposits. But if you look at it
from below, the world stretches so far that one look is not
enough to encompass it, instead many looks are necessary....
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Seen from below, the world is so big that many worlds
fit....Seen from above the world shrinks, and nothing fits in it
other than injustice. And, seen from below, the world is so
spacious that there is room for joy, music, song, dance,
dignified work, justice, everyone’s opinions and thoughts...”
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