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Householding R E

' The process of ] creating and sustaining a
nousehold [which] Is an ongoing dynamic social
orocess that covers all lifecycle stages and extends
oeyond the family.  (Mike Douglass)
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Benetfits of the ‘householding’ model
RPTRERBENHE
« Understands that migration is part of rural life,
rather than taking people out of that life; FEBMA

R EFN—HRS, MAEREMEHFE

« Enables an understanding of the multidirectional links
between migration and other aspects of economic and
social relations in the countryside; fE A 1B TR &5
KﬁmzﬁAéﬁi%EEMﬁﬁm5ﬂﬁ%’. -
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Benetfits of the ‘householding’ model
RPEBEERENNSE
* Focuses our attention on household strategies for
reproduction (including social reproduction), as well
as production and ‘livelihoods’ narrowly conceived,
- XAFL/(AREASBREFS), UREFH ()
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 Directs our attention to power and conflict, as well as

sharing within the household.
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Today’s presentation is based on 2 papers:

SRR HETRREXE

‘Migration, Householding and the Well-being of Left-behind
Women in Rural Ningxia’, The China Journal, 67: 1-21.

I%, REPEESTERNETALNEFES, (PEBIR),
67: 1—21

‘Left-behind and vulnerable? Conceptualising development and

older women’ s agency in rural China’, Asian Studies Review
(forthcoming).
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Definitions T X

Left-behind women: 5%k
O Married women aged 18 — 60 years old, whose husbands have
migrated out for 6 months or more of the preceding year.

0 18—605 MBEH%K, XXBFIHATAREA

Left-behind elderly: BsFZ& A
O People over the age of 60 (65), whose children have migrated
out for 6 months or more of the preceding year. 8
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Research methodology fA3R /5 7%

Questionnaire survey: /&2
«2000 women aged 16-80 yrs. 20004 16—80% 2 [ ii0 %
-7 villages across 2 townships 24~ 2 BI741#4

Semi-structured interviews: SELHITr ik
54 women and household members interviewed twice or three

times. S IHLX S RER R, HiR2—3X

-Total = 147 interviews over 3 trips it : SEHiEE 3R, 147&
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Survey Findings iff33 & I

Previous studies: Z FiifI&FZ -

OLeft-behind women suffer heavier , workloads, stress, poor
health, loneliness, insecurity, deteriorating marriages.

OFFLEX 5 0 HEEIRE, HEX, BIRAIKE, WHE,
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Our study: Z1JH95FF

ONo statistically significant difference in well-being between >
left-behind and non left-behind women. ‘.’
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Table 1: Workloads 321: H i

In the last month, how many hours per day did you spend doing...?
LA, IREXMH---FIH B Z K ?

(Composite of responses to questions about 10 different types of work)
(BEXTHMFR T HIEIE)




Table 2: Worries &2 %ﬁé:

In the last year, have you felt any pressure or worry about
the following, and if so, how much? You can answer “none
at all ”(1); “a little ”(2); “it’s hard to say "(3); “rather a
lot " (4); or “extremely high level ”(5)... ~ (composite of
responses to 14 questions)
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Discussion 1]
Interrelated aspects of householding: &1 B #6.5 B&

PRI T :
It is a fluid process XE—1P ST R
— Migration is undertaken by a range of household
members for varying lengths of time AR ZREE K 7 51 H
FI, RN/ KAER
It depends on sharing and cooperation (1) E&XESZES5 S E (1)
~ Mutual aid with kin (both sides of family) SR Z [A]#] «

BRI (CRBXRENAWERE)
— Intra-household d1V1Slons of labour ZKERN E’]%gp!‘




Age Cohort (Years) SEREBAZ (F&)

21-35

36-50

51-60

Type of Work 55528 ﬁ?—ég VE VE N= 6Nl_;g1 Ll_f(z)S
- 373 | 893 365 - -

Crop farming #HH 2.5 3.9 5.1 4.5 2.8 0.6
Animal husbandry F£JH 0.1 03 |04 04 |04 0.3
Waged work $¥TT 0.6 0.4 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other income-earning work
E I\ 555 W 0.1 0.3 0.1 0.0 0.0
Cooking i 1.2 1.2 1.3 1.3 1.2 1.0
Child care &% F Wi 2.6 0.6 0.9 1.0 0.7
Elderly care BREi=Z A 0.2 02 |02 01 |00 0.0
Washing clothes 4% 0.7 06 |06 04 |04 0.2
Sweeping 31tk 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.3
Other domestic work Efth3g

0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1
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Discussion ﬁ'iﬁ

Interrelated aspects of householding: K/ EBHEE
BRI E :
It depends on sharing and cooperation (2) B{&kSERFE S5 S

)
— Women’ s ties with natal family % 5 IR R A 57

It involves division and conflict EZ&FEI 9 THFE
— Less power in decision-making R FK 4t F55H
~ Domestic violence RER T |
— Women’s lack of property rlghts R Z W P2 ‘.’




Conclusions Z51f

Douglass’ s concept of householding, and his focus on the
Interconnections between outmigration and householding,
offers a fruitful analytical framework for understanding
migration and its impact on the well-being of rural women
In China.
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