Fishing for rural development:
a case from coastal Kenya
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From farming to fishing

« Casefrom coastal Kenya, but of relevanceto China and all

countrieswith marinefishing.
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« Curioudly,Studies of small-scale, labour-intensive cr aft

fishing are few.
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 Preferencefor study of land-based agriculture. EaZZ 24l
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From fishing to tourism(1)

« Government focuson inland lakefishing
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« Neglect of coastal marine fishing #1724 i&;E4

* |n recent timesthere hasbeen an exponential growth of
tourism to some of these tropical sea coastlines, mainly from
wester n but increasingly from eastern countries. IR J1L<E ,
HixXtng ESRIRFIRASERAEK | FEEEEXE
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From fishing to tourism (4) A& JlZ xRl

« Wealthier Kenyansalso built villas and took
holidaysin thehotels —2E4FEiaA9BRIEAL
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« Thisinevitably eating into many of thetraditional
shore-land fishing boat mooring sites and cutting
off accessto beachesfrom the immediate
hinterland villages where the fishermen lived.
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» theknowledge and skills of the fisher men regarding boat
building, making and using fish trapsin the ocean,
catching thefish and distributing it to outletsfor sale, and
theritualsregarded asvital for safe and abundant fishing.
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« Central government takesthe view that tourism gener ates
valuable foreign revenue but does not regard great
potential of marinefishing isa key concern.
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« Villageberelocated FIEEHHZE

 |nhabitantswere dispersed and so no longer able
to congregate round their own village small
mosgue and attend the madar asa

RS, REBRSKENERNNERSFES
L7

» Lossof thetraditional craft of artisanal fishing
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Coastal development as a contested
concept

« Other major developments are proposed for the
town and surrounding area of Lamu at the
northern part of the coast. For instance, String of
Pear|s strategy {ERIBiBFLZRIACERNE , Bith—
e RINBLRIRNGHITHRE |, W "EZEkuEiig”

 Doesthelossof traditional fishing sites matter ? {£
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« Craft fisning mainly for local consumption
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 Foreign Tourism asa major earner of foreign

currency JMERIGRiEEZEEBENINT

« Tourism becomesthe basisof other large-scale
coastal development projects, e.g. a deep water
port for the "String of Pearls Strategy” .
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Two kinds of loss

» Thelossof small-scale, labour intensive fishing and
associated crafts (boat-building, fish-trap construction,
sorting and delivery of fish)
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 Thelossof social networks and | slamic religious
connectedness and of | slamic knowledge.
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Islam and local knowledge

* A key event which bringstogether social connectedness and a
shar ed knowledge of fishing technology isaritual invocation
of sea spiritsin an isolated seashore cave.

EStE— N EE AR SR RSHBERANIRREES
afE—ER , PPREEER— I AZINRITNRRICEHTT
HISSFE BRIt R

« Theritual iscalled by aterm in Swahili, sadaka, which shades

into the sense of ‘sacrifice’ 1Z{\Y =\ EEf R 7 B1EHh i F1E
“IFIAR (sadaka ) " , HEEuR{El &€’
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* Provide somereassurance in a dangerous profession.
I MEEREISERIVRI A T O B R

« Thefishermen can discusstechnical problemsand
Improvementsin thar work, such as newer
equipment or better ways of getting fish to dealers.
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« Theritual occupiesanumber of hoursand, being
away from busy village activity, provides a period of
reflection and planning for men (¥ &z =EIESA9F
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|t isan arena of pragmatic consideration providing
thetechniques of survival and better ment.
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« Combination of the practical, ethical and social
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Two consequences

« First, more men and women work in the hotel and service
Industry than in craft fishing represents a shift from
subsistence independenceto dependency. B , BEZHIEA
RAZEEERSYNELE , mABHITFLHESEI ,
XS SNBSS B EREE K

« Secondly, the loss of socio-religious connectednessresultsin
rural to urban dispersal and r ootlessness among young.
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|n recent years, an increasing number of radical Muslim
youth organizations have sprung up. 1F2E5E | BEnHAYTZHR
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The local informing the global

« Thelocal istheinstrument and manifestation of the global. it
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* In many partsof theworld in which local-level for ms of
subsistence have been displaced by large-scale commercial

enterprises. (EREkRZIMTT , HittBLEHERNEFHINES
ZHE BRIV EREA

« |tisthedisplacement of a dual system of livelihood and life by
a social formation that stresses only the economics of survival
and prosperity.
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Choice

Fishing craft revival ? A L@V ExR ?

Or itscontinued marginalization? E&E4ALELINSAL ?
Raise the traditionally low rank assigned to fishing =2
RIEHR L IEERYE L ROt {iL

A problem of eco-commercialism (fishing, tourism
and development projects) “ESfmitEIEIEE (1
adl, IxiFI A& REIRH )

17



Conclusions

« Local level fishing industry, and the indigenous cr afts
associated with it, exist throughout the world along ocean
coastlines, including China.it# 75 T4A9:8MV 52 A Tifs et
FRFrESFE% LAEFES | S15PE

 Weareused toland-based agriculture asthe focus of
development critiques and policies. But the oceanstoo are
liquid continents. IR F IS T ARIERIRIIEALRE
HFAFBERRIE R | (Bi8iFBERESAKM:

« Theseliquid continents are also host to thousands of small-
scale marine activitiesthat have lasted millennia.
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